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Iris Boland Abernathy has exemplified the true meaning of teaching through her fifty years of dedication in public schools.  She graduated from Elon High School in 1942 where she played basketball for four years on the varsity team.  Originally, her plans were to be a nurse.  However, her mother was a teacher and both of her parents encouraged her to do the same.

She completed her Bachelor of Arts degree in Biology and minor in Chemistry in only three years at Elon University.  Shortly after, she received the National Science Foundation scholarship to pursue her Masters Degree at Duke University in Teaching Biology and Chemistry.  In addition to her college studies, she was an active member of a sorority on campus, Tau Zeta Phi.  Mrs. Abernathy has done additional studies at the  University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill, U.N.C. Raleigh, U.N.C. Greensboro, University of South Florida, and Peabody College in Nashville, Tennessee.

Her first teaching job was at Mebane High School where she was the first woman science teacher.  Later, she became the head of the biology and chemistry departments.  She then taught at Eastern Alamance High School where she also was the head of the Science Department.  During this time she worked with the local teenage club as a hobby.  Later, she began her work at the Technical Institute of Alamance, where she found herself the only woman in the Division of Engineering Chemical Technology.  Eventually in 1972, she moved to Florida and began working at Auburndale Senior High School where she worked an additional twenty three years as head of the department.  She retired in 1995.
Throughout her career Mrs. Abernathy has received many honorable awards.  In 1962 she competed against over 800 other nominated individuals for the Outstanding Biology Teacher Award and won for both the State of North Carolina and Region 5 which included 9 other states.  The following year, she received the Who’s Who in American Education and also was initiated in the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International.  In 1972, she received the Outstanding Instructor Award at the Technical Institute of Alamance.  In 1979, she was nominated Teacher of the Year for Auburndale High School and went on to win Runner-Up Teacher of the Year for Polk County.

In addition to her academic work, Mrs. Abernathy has participated in an array of extracurricular activities.   She received Chemistry Teacher of the Year, presented by the Assoc. of Phosphate Chemists, 1984, in appreciation of excellence in the field of chemistry education.  She was the Science Fair Coordinator for the local School Fair and county Curriculum Study and was active in local High School Science Teacher Organizations where she served in advisory and committee positions on the state level in science education.  Also, she was one of the founding  fathers of the National Honor Society at Auburndale Senior High School where she was the cosponsor for many years.  In addition, she was coach of the Academic Team, sponsored Grad Nite, and was the senior class advisor.  

Church involvement has always been a priority of Iris.  She is a member of the First United Methodist Church of Auburndale and has been involved in the Administrative Board, Education Committee Chairmen, Sunday School teacher, Summer Bible School teacher and director,  Finance and building study committee member and has attended district meetings for her church.

To this day, Mrs. Abernathy has not ended her teaching career.  She enjoys substitute teaching at Auburndale High School as much as she can during the week.  She claims, “Through love and understanding, I strive to motivate and encourage my students.”  When not in the classroom, she spends time with her husband, Bill; her son, Alex; daughter in law Barbara; and two grandchildren, Ashley and Heather.                                                           
