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Major James E. Baker, Jr. showed his ability to lead, along with his drive and determination, while still a student at Auburndale High School.  After serving as President of the Student Council, Vice President of the National Honor Society, and Captain of both the Track and Cross Country Teams, he graduated with honors in 1984.

From Auburndale High School, Major Baker went on to earn a Bachelor’s Degree in Human Factors Engineering from the United States Military Academy at West Point and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the Artillery in May of 1988.  Upon his return from the Gulf War with the Second Armored Division in April 1991, [then] 1LT Baker attended flight school at Fort Rucker, Alabama, and earned the rating as an Army Aviator.

Since then, Major Baker has gone on to serve in a variety of positions throughout the United States, Panama, Korea, Alaska, and the Middle East, including an Attack Helicopter Company Commander in the 82d Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, North Carolina; a Tactics Instructor at the Field Artillery School at Fort Sill, Oklahoma; a Cavalry Squadron Executive Officer in the Republic of Korea; an Attack Helicopter Battalion Operations Officer during the war in Iraq; and, most recently, as the Aviation Brigade Operations Officer with the 82d Airborne Division in Iraq.

Major Baker is a graduate of the United States Army Command and General Staff College, and he holds a Master’s Degree in Business Management from Webster University.  Major Baker will be promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in July 2004, and will depart the Airborne community, for now, to join the faculty at the United States Air Force War College in Montgomery, Alabama, for two years.

Major Baker’s military awards and decorations include the Army Aviator, Senior Parachutist, German Parachutist, and Air Assault Badges; the Bronze Star Medal with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters; the Air Medal; and the Meritorious Service Medal with 4 oak leaf clusters.

When referring to Major Baker, his comrades and commanding officers offer glowing praise for his abilities.  One Battalion Commander said: “A brilliant combat S3.  MAJ Jim Baker is in top 3 of the 63 majors I’ve senior rated and the best S3 I’ve known in 28+ years of service.”  Another officer reiterated:   “MAJ Baker’s endless contributions to paratroopers, the Division, and the aviation mission [in Iraq] resulted in operational success at all levels.  He is a proven combat leader and the epitome of a true professional soldier, paratrooper, and commissioned officer.”  

Major Baker received the Bronze Star Medal for his honorable and distinctive service from February 2003 through May 2003 during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  According to the Narrative for the Bronze Star Medal, “MAJ Baker’s performance in combat was singularly outstanding.”  The Narrative went on to state:  “Throughout Operation Iraqi Freedom, his [Major Baker’s] leadership and focus on mission accomplishment directly contributed to the effectiveness of the unit and thereby the overall United States military effort of attacking to defeat Iraqi forces, controlling the zone of action, and removing the regime of Saddam Hussein.”

Drive, determination, and diligence in pursuing the highest standards in his life have made Major James Baker a true leader.  Auburndale High School is grateful for Major James Baker’s service and dedication to his country and his fellow man and is proud to have him as a graduate.  We welcome him with honor to the Auburndale High School Hall of Fame.

