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Earnest B. Mercer was born on a farm in Southeast Alabama in 1932.  He moved to Auburndale, FL with his family in 1935 and entered elementary school in 1938.  He graduated from Auburndale High School in 1950 at the age of seventeen, whereupon he joined the navy and was assigned to monitor communications of adversarial nations from his station in Japan.  His assignment to Japan began during WWII military occupation in 1951 and ended with the signing of the Korean Conflict armistice.  He was honorably discharged in 1953.
Mercer attended Florida State University for one year, married Mary Kate Griffin (AHS class of ’50), joined IBM, and resumed his education, earning a BS and MBA from Pace University of New York.  During his IBM career he was assigned to numerous locations in the U.S. and to Japan, Hong Kong, and South Africa.  His international duties took him to over forty countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America.

Upon retirement in 1987, Mercer returned to Auburndale and was Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce for three years.  Later he performed consulting work with several American companies in China, South Korea and the Czech Republic.  He taught at Webber International University as an adjunct professor for five years, where he helped create and lead a MBA Practicum.  He was conferred an honorary Doctor of Business Administration for his work there.

Mercer has authored six books plus numerous white papers.  He maintains a BLOG and Web site.  His past and present organizational memberships include:  Chamber of Commerce (Life member), Auburndale Redevelopment Agency (Past member at large), Main Street Program, Polk Committee of 100, Central Florida Development Council, Polk County Efficiency Commission, Auburndale High School Citizen’s Advisory Committee, Webber International University Faculty Advisory Committee, Auburndale Old Timers Coffee Club (founder), Auburndale Rotary Club, and Presbyterian Church (Elder).  His awards include:  Commendation of Community Service – City of Auburndale, Paul Harris Fellow Rotary International, and Honorary Doctorate – Webber International University.

 

