Inductee


Charysse Wiley O’Donnell, a 1983 graduate from Auburndale High School believes in making the world a better place and she stands out as a role model for young people.
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While at AHS, [then] Wiley was the co-editor of the yearbook, captain of the dance team, and played on the AHS tennis team.  Her peers remember her as always being positive, her compassion for others, enjoying life and she always had a smile on her face.

After leaving high school, O’Donnell attended the University of Central Florida and received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Public Relations/Marketing in 1987.  During her senior year at UCF she was captain of the dance team, president of Alpha Delta Pi sorority and was also homecoming queen.  

After college O’Donnell went to work in the hotel industry in Orlando for the Buena Vista Palace & Walt Disney World Swan and Dolphin Resort in sales and marketing.  She then transferred with Westin Hotels to her favorite city, San Francisco, where she met her husband of 2 years, Adam, and currently works as the Associate Director of Sales & Marketing for The Ritz-Carlton, San Francisco.

O’Donnell’s major accomplishments include:  Traveling to over 21 countries with “Up with People” an international cultural entertainment group that provides community service to all areas they visit; volunteering at House of Hope in Orlando mentoring a “little sister.”  House of Hope is a non-denominational, not for profit organization for troubled girls ages 14-17; and fundraising and granting wishes for the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

O’Donnell climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro as corporate representative for Westin Resorts, raising $10,000 For the CARE organization.”  In addition, she has also traveled to Guatemala and Bhutan with the CARE organization to help empower women in remote villages to start their own businesses.  Since relocating to San Francisco, Wiley-O’Donnell has taught a night class on Career Preparedness for unwed mothers and pregnant teens in a low-income area of San Francisco and has completed the San Francisco marathon while raising $40,000 for the Cancer/Leukemia Society.  O’Donnell currently still serves on the Board of Directors for Make A Wish Foundation in San Francisco and has helped to personally grant over 35 wishes to children with life-threatening illnesses.

Always representing her community with the highest morals and examples of class and achievement, O’Donnell has been a leader in every sense of the word.  A take-charge person who sets goals and accomplishes each one, she has made a great impact on our society in a positive way.  Her passion for impacting the youth of today comes naturally to her as both of her parents have set this example for her in their own careers and personal contributions to this community.

One of O’Donnell’s former teachers, Mary Dunson knew that she would make an impact on society.  “She is not only successful in the business world, but more importantly she is very successful in the world of humanity.  She is one student from Auburndale High School who has truly made a difference, giving unselfishly of her time and talents to make the world a better place” said Dunson. 

O’Donnell’s favorite quote “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.  - Margaret Mead. 
”Charysse is doing her part” said Dunson.

