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Karen Pixley graduated from Auburndale High School in 1975 and began working for the City of Auburndale at the local library that same year.  By 1992, she was named Head Librarian of the Auburndale Public Library.  During her time there she oversaw the construction of a new Library, as well as moving thousands of books from the old location to the new location on Bridgers avenue.    She contributed significantly to the new library’s design, including the placement of numerous communication and power outlets to accommodate future expansion of the digital era, as well as a children’s room with window views from the circulation desk.  

 

When the idea of the senior project was in its infancy, Karen ensured the library had the necessary resources available to make the AHS Seniors successful, even if it meant ordering new books for the Library’s collection.   Her dedication to the library, its staff, and its patrons was honored in 1999, when she was named Customer Service Employee of the Year by the City of Auburndale.

 

Over the course of her time working at the library, Karen and her husband also managed to raise a family of four children, all of which are Auburndale High School graduates.  During that time she was actively involved at football games, marching festivals, band concerts, and parades; including the Bloodhound Bash.  Her involvement in the community goes beyond her own family, as she is also an annual participant in the Relay for Life, having survived cancer herself.  Furthermore, her efforts have resulted in the creation of the Polk County library cooperative, the donation of property for future library expansion, as well as countless other programs that impact our community today.  

On the 10th anniversary of the Bridgers Ave. location, the city commissioners recognized Karen by renaming the library conference room the ‘Karen Pixley Conference and Reading Room.’   After 31 years of service to the City of Auburndale and to the Auburndale Public Library, Karen retired in 2007.   She still happily resides in Auburndale today, with her husband of 31 years.

 

 

