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Karol Sir embodies the educational spirit of Auburndale High School.  As a teacher at AHS since 1982, she has brought honor and recognition to her school, has an impressively positive impact on the young citizens of the City of Auburndale, is dedicated to the teaching profession, has been modest about her achievements and readily finds humor in life’s unexpected turns.  
A graduate of the University of Wisconsin, with a BS in theater and English, Ms. Sir has been a teacher for thirty-eight years; two years on the island of Iraklion, Crete, ten years in Oklahoma, and twenty-six years at AHS.  In 2006 she achieved National Board Certification in English Education.  Her list of accomplishments is very impressive.  Ms. sir was the Polk County North Central Area Educator of the Year in 2001, was honored with the Disney Teacheriffic Award in 2004, awarded the AHS “Blue Apple” and “Out of the Box” award in 2002, won the Polk County Teacher of English Award in 2005, awarded the TV Production Teacher of the Year Award in 2001, awarded the Florida Teacher of the Year Roundtable in 2002, and awarded the Polk County Video Award for 13 years of TV service.  She is currently an active peer teacher and mentor for aspiring English teachers, has served on the Polk County High School Curriculum Committee, is an active member of the Florida Council of English Teachers since 1987, a member of the National Council of Teachers of English and also currently serves as the AHS English Department Chair since 1995.
Few teachers have time to write and publish.  Ms. Sir has co-authored an in-house style manual for student research papers.  Teachers in other schools throughout the county and nation use this manual that is student friendly and well designed.  It has been sold at national educational conferences and continues to serve AHS as a tool for students in grades 9-12.

Karol is also a key speaker for Senior Project, based in Oregon, speaking to schools in Louisiana, Georgia, North and South Carolina, and throughout Florida.  She has been the Senior Project Coordinator at AHS and an International Educational Senior Project Consultant from 2000 to 2009.  Because of her efforts and others at AHS, Auburndale Senior High School was awarded the National Senior Project Certification Award in 2004 through 2009.  Only twelve other high schools in the nation were awarded this high honor.  Auburndale High School has become an outstanding example to the nation.

In both her teaching and writing, Karol Sir has been a leader, hard worker, role model and motivator.  She has filled helium balloons, erected archways, opened auditorium doors at night with sacred keys, smiled and greeted uncertain community members and then come to school the following day with a big smile and enthusiastic lessons.  Prom sponsor since 1987 to the present, she has pulled rabbits out of hats to make sure this memorable night is filled with good memories for each student.  Moreover, she managed the fine arts auditorium for nine years, smoothing out the wrinkles in many productions for unskilled groups … weight lifters, beauty pageants, church groups and drama and musical productions.  In addition, she was coach of the Girls’ Varsity Golf Team for five years.  Her eye always falls to how to make students look good and how to keep the school’s image burnished and shining in the community.
The community of Auburndale is equally important to Karol.  She developed teacher training for the staff at Sabal Palms Maximum Security Prison for youth offenders, 1995 – 2000, supported and tutored the youth residents at Anchor House for Boys, 1987 – 2005, was a past officer of the Auburndale Women’s Club (formally Sorosis), and coordinated the annual Muscular Dystrophy Association Motorcycle Rally and Motorcycle Show.  She rode her Harley in many motorcycle functions organized to benefit under-privileged children, Toys for Tots, and volunteered many hours.

Ms. Sir has been married for thirty-seven years to her husband David.  They have two children, Tara and Kenneth (Bo), and a grandson Travis.

One hundred percent is what Karol Sir has given to Auburndale High School and the community.  She is a superior example of what one person who is dedicated and hard working can do when one combines an outstanding work ethic and a can-do attitude.  Karol inspires others with a flare and panache that encourages those who work with her to want to set their own goals high and expect more from themselves to benefit others.
