AHS Football Process /Procedures/Responsibilities for College Football Recruiting:
The following information is designed to give Bloodhound football players and their parents  who want to play college football a short step-by-step guide for all the who’s, what’s, and where’s required to become NCAA- and/or NAIA-scholarship-eligible. Please keep in mind that no matter what we do, there are never any 100% guarantees that anyone will receive a scholarship. It is not our job — nor is it possible as a program or as coaches — to get you a scholarship; we love and care for our student athletes so we will do everything we can to assist, but ultimately it is your job to earn one. 

Student athlete:

1. When you decide you really want to play college football (the earlier the better), talk with Coach Rick Smith; schedule a time with him so he can go over your academic profile with you and the records that he will require from you and be keeping for you. Coach Smith will advise you on what you need to do academically in terms of core courses and test scores to become football-scholarship eligible.  
2.  Schedule a time to meet with our Athletic Director Courtney McCarter in the main office to get registered on the NCAA Clearing House and sign up for the ACT and SAT tests. You should take the ACT and SAT at least one time before the end of your junior year and then again early in your senior year. Remember, the higher you can get these scores, the better your chances of becoming NCAA-eligible.
3. Notify Coach Grantham that you have taken steps 1 and 2 and would like to have college coaches contacted and sent film on your behalf. Contrary to popular belief, college football coaches rely much more on film from — and conversation with — high school head coaches than anyone else. The use of sources outside the school and the above-mentioned coaches can be counterproductive. At the beginning of your senior year have a list of five colleges that you would like to play football for and schedule time to sit down with Coach Grantham to discuss this list, so we can concentrate on the schools that are on your list for you.

Parents:

1. Be realistic and open-minded. Only a very small percentage of high school football players are D-1 material. There are many college football opportunities out there that are not D-1.
2. Keep very good records, copies of each report card and test scores. Keep track of financial records such as W2’s and tax returns as they will be required for financial aid applications such as Federal Pell Grants.

3. Educate yourself on the NCAA Clearing House Web site and also on the differences between core and overall GPA and how this difference affects the test scores your son needs to be NCAA eligible. 
4. Keep track of any contact you receive from college coaches and share this information with Coach Grantham.

5. Contact the Guidance department at AHS and give them permission to release copies of your son’s transcripts to college football coaches.

The information offered here is meant to be a short guide to help everyone in the process to stay on track with helping you reach your goals. Keep in mind that Coach Grantham, Coach Smith, and Coach McCarter have coached numerous college-bound athletes; you need to trust in this process, it does work. Keep in mind that the later you wait to start the process, the harder it is to get things done.  Please keep in mind that if you choose to go outside the process we offer, it could really muddy the waters and cost you in the long run. Coach Grantham will not give film to assist in any recruiting process other than the one outlined above because, all too often, when someone outside our program gets involved, things do not go well and your image — as well as our program’s — gets hurt. 
