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McDonald’s® of Polk County
2017 Employee Scholarship Recipients
The high school seniors recognized here represent some of the finest McDonald’s® student employees in the Polk County School  
System. They were selected by the Polk Education Foundation based on their ability to balance both high academic achievement  
and working at a local McDonald’s® restaurant in Polk County. Each student has been awarded a scholarship, which will be applied  
toward continuing education at the college, university or career center of their choice. These students represent their family, 
community, school and McDonald’s® Restaurants as individuals who have applied the concepts of hard work, dedication and 
commitment in everything they have achieved. 

Congratulations to each of our recipients.

MADISON MARTIN
Auburndale Senior High School
Throughout her life, Madison has respected and looked 
up to her mother, a Polk County Sherriff dedicated to 
helping people every day. She plans on following in her 
mother’s footsteps by attending the University of South 
Florida and eventually becoming a doctor so she can 
help others in her own way. While at school, Madison was 
involved in many different activities and extracurriculars. 
She was a member of NHS, the Technology Student’s 
Association and Health Occupation Students of 
America while also being a class officer and assistant 
coach for the Auburndale Youth Football League. She 
is a hard worker and, despite her many responsibilities, 
retained a 4.205 GPA and enrolled in many AP classes. 

MELODY FARLEY
Auburndale Senior High School

Melody and her family suffered a tragic loss when her 
father passed away seven years ago. Her whole life 
changed. She suddenly had to take on a much larger 
role around the house and set out to make as much 
money as possible for her future education. Melody 
took AP, honors and dual enrollment classes to stand 
out from other students during college admissions. 
She tutored eight hours a week while working 25 hours 
a week at her local McDonald’s and volunteering at 
her local middle school. She also became her class’s 
treasurer and had the highest GPA in her grade. She 
plans on attending the University of South Florida and 
looks forward to this upcoming adventure, knowing 
that her father will always be looking down on her.

If you would like to learn more about  
how you can apply for this scholarship,

ask your store manager or visit www.polkeducationfoundation.org  
and go to the “Scholarships” tab.

To qualify, you must be a current McDonald’s® employee for six months or 
longer and meet all Department of Education graduation requirements. 

Along with the online application, all submissions need to include a letter of 
reference from your store manager and an essay on:  

“What working at McDonald’s® means to me.”

Visit  

                                 

come and join our team

DEAN BLANTON
Auburndale Senior High School
Dean is an extremely driven senior attending Auburndale 
Senior High School. He’s fourth in his class with a 4.45 
GPA and has logged over 130 community service hours 
by helping local children and tutoring other students at 
school. Growing up, he promised himself that he would put 
100 percent effort into his school work to make his college 
experience less financially stressful for himself and his 
parents. He loves learning and can’t wait to move forward 
with the next chapter of his life.  

KARLY KING
Chain of Lakes Collegiate High School

Karly is a self-starter. She’s a doer and a planner. While 
still attending high school, she worked 30 hours a week 
and still managed to log over 300 community service 
hours and keep her GPA above a 4.0. She plans on using 
her drive and organization skills to major in business 
while attending Polk State College and hopes to someday 
own a business. With Karly’s great leadership skills and 
energetic attitude, she will go far, and this scholarship 
will help her work toward a bright future.  

KRISTIN PIOTROWSKI
Winter Haven High School
Always an overachiever, Kristin has succeeded in 
multiple fields during her time at Winter Haven High 
School. On top of working at McDonald’s, she held 
down another job while being a varsity cheerleader, 
a member of DECA, FBLA, NHS, the Academy of 
Hospitality and Tourism and Key Club and being one 
of the top 10 percent of her class. She comes from a 
loving family and credits her parents with teaching 
her the morals and values that shaped her into the 
young woman she is today. At both school and work, 
Kristin has loved and excelled at math. She is going 
to attend Florida State University where she hopes to 
major in business accounting and one day own her 
own accounting firm. 

JAZZMINE BASULTO
Summerlin Academy

Throughout her academic career, Jazzmine has set 
goals and obliterated them. While attending Summerlin 
Academy, she worked hard to move through her 
courses as effectively and efficiently as possible, taking 
six Florida Virtual School courses, earning multiple 
academic awards, achieving a high GPA and graduating 
early. Jazzmine has logged over 160 community 
service hours and loves working with children. She 
plans on attending Polk State College and majoring in 
either education or business management. If her past 
successes are any indication, Jazzmine will have many 
more achievements in her future. 

RENEISHA PIERRE
Harrison School for the Arts 

Reneisha is a giving and strong-willed young woman 
determined to succeed. While attending the Harrison 
School for the Arts, she made honor roll and received 
multiple awards for her grades, ran track and was a 
member of the NHS. She also danced competitively 
and volunteered with multiple organizations where she 
learned that collaborating with others and putting a smile 
on someone’s face were some of life’s greatest rewards. 
Education is incredibly important to Reneisha, and she 
can’t wait to attend Florida Agriculture and Mechanical 
University where she hopes to major in dentistry/pre-med. 
Every day, Reneisha tells herself to keep her head up and 
something special will come her way if she stays positive. 
With her great attitude and boundless ambition, Reneisha 
will definitely have a successful future.
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