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Welcome to AP Art History! My responsibility to you is to do what I can to assist you to become 

better at critical analysis, reading, thinking, and writing. AP Art History is a content area course 

designed to prepare diligent students for success on the AP Art History Exam. One way to 

prepare for this class is to complete a summer assignment, which will also prepare you for the 

exam and give you an idea of the initial coursework at the beginning of the class. Since this class 

is college related, some of the material is mature in nature.   PART I: Get a few composition 

books and PART II: Study these terms for a test the first week of school. 

1. action painting -an abstract painting in which the artist drips or splatters paint onto a surface 

like a canvas in order to create his or her work 

2. apotheosis -a painting where the figures are rising heavenward. Often used in church ceilings. 

3. arabesque -a flowing, intricate, and symmetrical pattern deriving from floral motifs. 

Frequently used in Islamic art. 

4. bas relief- a sculptural relief in which forms extend only slightly from the background; often 

called low relief. 

5. chiaroscuro -a gradual transition from light to dark in a painting. 

6. contrapposto -A figure pose which shows the human body twisted usually the shoulders and 

chest face a different direction than hips and legs. Done to add motion to works of art. 

7. foreshortening-The use of perspective to represent in art the apparent visual contraction of an 

object that extends back in space at an angle to the perpendicular plane of sight. 

8. fresco-Wall and ceiling painting on fresh (moist) lime plaster. Pigments ground in water and 

absorbed into plaster. 

9. hierarchy of scale- represents a person's relative importance by the size of his depiction 

10. icon- a visual representation (of an object or scene or person or abstraction) produced on a 

surface 

11. iconography-the images and symbolic representations that are traditionally associated with a 

person or a subject 

12. iconoclasm -a challenge to or overturning of traditional beliefs, customs, and values, any 

movement against the religious use of images 

13. perspective-the appearance of things relative to one another as determined by their distance 

from the viewer 

14. atmospheric perspective-the illusion of depth and distance created by using the weather in a 

landscape and dull, pale colors with hazy details in the background of a painting. 

15. vanishing point - a point in space, usually located on the horizon, where parallel edges of an 

object appear to converge. 

16. repousse -a technique in which a relief is formed on the front by hammering a metal plate 

from the back. 

17. stylized-simplified or exaggerated visual form that emphasizes particular or contrived design 

qualities.   

  



  

  

  


