
Welcome to AP Psychology! 

 

My focus on having a summer assignment is for you to get a jump start into next school year. 

When we return we will do a quick review on Chapter 1 and get more detailed for Chapter 2, 

before jumping into the rest of the book. Please keep all assignments in a one-inch binder and 

keep them in chapter order. I recommend using dividers so you can stay organized when it 

comes time for review. 

 

Your assignment: 

 

1. Start by reading “Steps to AP Success” page Iiii – Ixiii 

-This will help you tremendously throughout the school year as your prepare for the AP 

Exam 

 

2. Read all of Chapter 1 and complete the reading guide on your own piece of paper. 

 

3. Read all of Chapter 2 and complete the reading guide on your own piece of paper. 

 

 

Please reach out to me over the summer if you have any questions or concerns. My email is: 

emily.wilson@polk-fl.net 

 

I can’t wait for the fun to begin in August! Have a wonderful summer! 

 

Mrs. Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Guide: Chapter 1 

 

1.1 

1. Summarize Wundt’s contributions to psychology and describe the chief tenets of 

structuralism and functionalism. 

2. Articulate Freud’s principal ideas and why they inspired controversy. 

3. Trace the development of behaviorism, and assess Watson’s impact on the evolution of 

psychology. 

4. Summarize Skinner’s key insights, and explain the emergence of humanism and its underlying 

philosophy. 

5. Replicate Figure 1.3 on your own piece of paper. 

 

1.2 

6. Discuss how historical events contributed to the emergence of psychology as a profession. 

7. Describe two trends emerging in the 1950s-1960s that represented a return to psychology’s 

intellectual roots. 

8. Explain why Western psychology has shown an increased interest in cultural variables in 

recent decades. 

9. Discuss the emergence and basic ideas of evolutionary psychology and positive psychology. 

 

1.3 

10. Discuss the growth of psychology and identify the most common work settings for 

contemporary psychologists. 

11. List and describe the major research areas and professional specialties in psychology (to 

answer this copy figure 1.7 and 1.8) 

 

1.4 

12. Make notes of the text’s three unifying themes relating to psychology as a field of study. 

13. Make notes of the text’s four unifying themes relating to psychology’s subject matter. 

 

1.5 

14. List strategies for promoting adequate study, improving reading comprehension, and 

getting more out of lectures. 

 

1.6 

15. Copy Figure 1.2 

 

Review pages 28 and 29 

Answer the questions on pages 29A-29B 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Guide: Chapter 2 

 

2.1 

1. Describe the goals of the scientific enterprise and clarify the relationships among theory, 

hypotheses, and research. 

2. Identify the steps in a scientific investigation and list the advantages of the scientific 

approach. 

3. Copy Figure 2.1 

4. Copy Table 2.1 

 

2.2 

5. Describe the experimental method, independent and dependent variables, and experimental 

and control groups. 

6. Explain how experiments can vary in design and evaluate the major advantages and 

disadvantages of the experimental method. 

 

2.3 

7. Distinguish between positive and negative correlations and discuss correlation in relation to 

prediction and causation. 

8. Explain the role of naturalistic observation, case studies, and surveys in psychological 

research. 

9. Evaluate the major advantages and disadvantages of descriptive/correlational research. 

 

2.4 

10. List why replication and meta-analysis is important in research. 

11. Define common flaws in the design and execution of research. 

 

2.5 

12. Explain why there are controversies regarding deception in research and the use of animal 

in research. 

 

2.6  

13. Identify the two major themes highlighted in this chapter. 

 

2.7 

 

2.8 

14. Define anecdotal evidence and describe why it’s unreliable. 

 

Review the Concept Chart on pages 62-63 

Answer AP Review Questions for Chapter 2 on pages 63A-63B 


