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1.  READ an ARTICLE, ESSAY, or TRANSCRIPT.   

Find and carefully read an article, essay, or transcript on a current topic or contemporary issue 

(academic or popular) that interests you in a reliable, current, popular periodical or authoritative podcast. 

Examples include TedTalks and NPR news stories, or articles and essays from The Atlantic, The 

Washington Post, The New Yorker, Scientific American, The New Republic, Smithsonian, Science 

Friday, Freakonomics, etc.   

 

You may locate these articles by browsing physical hard copies of the magazines in our local library, by 

accessing the individual websites, by using Mozilla Pocket or a similar tool, by using Google or Bing 

and “pearl-diving,” or by browsing in your available electronic databases, then “pearl-diving,” if 

necessary. 

 

2. Print out a copy of the article, essay, or transcript, and annotate it as you read it and complete the 

rest of the assignment.  Remember what we discussed in class regarding what good text annotation looks 

like.  If you have questions, please email me.     

 

Please abide by our policy of focusing on substantive issues that cross the academic disciplines but steer 

clear of highly sensitive or personal topics, as the purpose of this assignment is to for a basis for next 

year’s research assignments and processes. 

ACTION STEP:  Send a link or for the article to your instructor before proceeding.  Your article must 

be approved to receive credit for this required assignment.   

DUE DATE:  No later than July 31 

 

3. Create and Share a Google Drive or Physical Document in which to put the rest of the 

assignments. 

 

4. ANALYZE, the ARTICLE, ESSAY, or TRANSCRIPT 

After receiving approval for your article, complete an EOC A for this article, transcript, or essay.  Here 

are the prompts:  

A.  Identify the author’s argument, main idea, or thesis. (3 points) 



B. Explain the author’s line of reasoning by identifying the claims used to build the argument 

and the connections between them. (6 points) 

C. Evaluate the effectiveness of the evidence the author uses to support the claims made in the 

argument.  (6 points) 

 

5. CREATE THREE RESEARCH QUESTIONS INSPIRED by the article, essay or podcast.  

Utilize our AP Seminar criteria for good research questions:  

• Requires a judgment or evaluation to be made (not just descriptions) 

• Are researchable (it is possible to find relevant and credible resources) 

• Involve genuine points of ongoing debate 

• Invite engagement with alternative perspectives 

• Are simple and do not contain multiple, nested questions 

 

6. LOCATE and ANNOTATE an ACADEMIC JOURNAL ARTICLE 

Pearl-dive and use your EBSCO databases through your Digital Portfolio or Gale through the AHS M to 

find one ACADEMIC source related to the topic of your original article, essay or transcript or to your 

original research questions.   

Annotate your copy (either hard copy or electronic) with lines to mark off the sections, questions in the 

margins, and 3-word summaries of each section to help you gather ideas for the next part of the 

assignment. Highlight important information and respond with short comments or in combination with a 

symbol system such as, “!” for an exciting finding or an enthusiastic response, “?” where you are unsure 

of information, � when you already anticipated information or already thought something might be 

true, etc.  

 

7.  CREATE AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY 

a. Format your paper in MLA style 

b. Create an MLA-style annotated Works Cited page for the article or essay that you read after for 

Step 6.    

c. In the first paragraph of your annotation, summarize each section of the article from Step 6.   

d. In the second paragraph of your annotation, evaluate the following for the academic article or 

essay from Step 6: how current the outside source is; the authority of the researchers; and the 

validity and relevance of the findings (not the sources).  

 



Here is a link with formatting instructions (make sure you follow my content directions above).  

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/annotated_bibliographies/annotat

ed_bibliography_samples.html 

 

8. ACTION STEP:  Turn in or electronically submit (rosalieml@gmail.com) Steps 2-7 

DUE DATE:  First day of school 

 


